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· . . We define convenience as suitable, easy to reach or accessible. We have equated proximity to accessibility with the resulting assumption being that the closer the center is to home or work, the more convenient it will be for the user. Accessibility to public transportation and availability of similar facilities were otiler. factors we felt deserved consideration in assessing the convenience factor of locat i on.
There is literature to suggest that physical 2 convenience is an important factor in locating day care centers. Ruderman (1968) found that the distance the users were willing to travel was associated with dissatisfaction wi th services. The convenience factor was discussed by'· Emlen (1970) in relation to private day care arrangements where 3/4 are found within one mile of home.
METHOD
A major limitation or our study, namely, the economi cal use of existing data, is also one of its major virtu~s.
The study relied chiefly u.pon data already compiled, extract.. On the average, the families appeared to be young in age and small in size with the majority having only 1 or 2 children. This is characteristic of day care u.sers (Emlen, 1970) . The child care arrangements appeared to be qu.ite stable with the majority of the children beginning attend ance in the nursery at 2~ to 3 years of age and continuing u.ntil they are ready for the first grade.
Regarding family income as shown in rigure 1, we find that 43 ;~ of the St. Martin I s families have incomes less than $400 per month, 35%have incomes between $400 and $800 per month, and 22% have incomes over $800 per month.
The waiting list consisted of 70 families, 2 of whom had no address and were therefore not considered, and 12 of whom lived outside the map area leaving 56 families located by residence in t~e map area on transparency E in the appendix. Information on the applioation forms for the waiting list sample was incomplote in many instances. Therefore, the residence was the only waiting list characteristic we considered.
FINDINGS
As previously mentioned, the addresses of the homes of the users were located on a map. These are located and identified according to three broad income levels on trans parencies B, C and D in the appendix. (Transparency A, which is used as the reference base, is the census tract map of that area.) All bu.t 7 ot these 63 families are located on this map. Of those 7 families located beyond the boundaries of the map area, 2 live in North Portland, 1 in Southwest, 3 in Sou.theast, and 1 in Northeast Portland.
When the distances were measured from the homes to the nu.rsery, it was :found that over 50% of the users live within 2 miles of the nursery, 79% live within 3 miles and a~ost all of them travel at least half a mile from home to the nursery. This is illustrated both in table II and in figure 2. It was a1 so found that onl y 11 ~~ of the families travel more than 3~ miles from home to the nursery. The place of work was also located for the member of the family who ordinarily transports the children. In most cases it i.s.; the mother who transports tIle children as can be seen in table III. When the distances were measured from the nursery to the place of work for the 56 families in which one parent was transporting the child~ it was fou.nd that 45% travel less than 2 miles trom the nursery to their place of work and 16% travel over 4 miles. This is illustrated in both table V and figure 3. A significant finding is that 60 of the 63 families use a car most of the time for transporting the children to and from the nursery. Only 3 families use the bus part of the time, and one of these often uses a taxi. Thus~ bu.s transportation does not appear to be an important factor to most of the families now using the nursery. Transparency in the appendix shows the bus routes for the North Portl~d area to facilitate consideration of this factor tor other possible sites. It illu.strates that the present locat ion Thus we find that a m.ove to the north will decrease 17 t'he distance trom most of the homes but will increase the distance to most of the places of work. Figu,re 6 shows the total distance the users 'are mow traveling and how this would change for each seleoted location. As has previously been indicated, location #3 is closer to the homes of most of the users and location #2 is closer to the place of work of the users. However, in looking at the total distances traveled, one finds that the current location has the shortest total distance for t.ecatien It was felt that the availability of similar facili ties was also a factor deserving consideration in assessing the convenience of a location. Within the designated map area there are 10 other licensed day care facilities.
These are plotted on transparency H in the appendix and designated by letters A through J. A listing of these agencies is included in the appendix.
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The capacity of these other agencios va.ries .from as few as 5 to as many a.s 140 children being s0l"ved. It was also found that alrnos t all the families use a car rather than public transportation.
Since it was found that the majority of the users live to the north and northeast of the nursery, it was decided to chose 3 optional locations in that area to compare their effect upon the convenience ·factor of distance.
It was found that a move to the north will decrease the . distance trom most of the homes but will increase the distance to most of the places of work. In looking at the total distances traveled, it ,.,as found that the pvesent location and the area just north of it offer the shortest total distances for most of the users.
In looking at the ott~r day care centers in the area, it was found that there are fewer day care centers in t ~le northern part of the model cities area. Also, the ottl.er impo~tant consideration discussed was the accessibility 01' the major transportation routes. 
